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October 1, 2007 
 

On October 1, 2007, a new version of the Aerospace Medical Certification Subsystem 
(AMCS) will be released.  This release will contain the following modifications: 

 
1.  Pre-Exam Reports 
 
AMCS now provides you with the ability to receive a summary of the medical record 
for the Form 8500-8 applicant.  Due to privacy concerns, this pre-exam report is only 
available to the AME through the Import screen.  This means that the pre-exam 
report is only available to you for applicants who used MedXPress and provided you 
with their confirmation number.  You will only be able to receive this pre-exam 
summary report at the time that you import the MedXPress application into your 
pending AMCS exams.  The following instructions describe how to receive the pre-
exam report. 
 
This screen allows an AME to search for exam application information entered by an 
applicant via the FAA’s MedXPress system.  The applicant will provide the number for 
the AME to enter into the Confirmation No. field.  The exam information matching 
the confirmation number will display below the Search button.  If there are 
applicants in the DIWS that are potential matches they will be listed along with the 
new applicant option.  If there are no current applicant exams found that match the 
confirmation number you will receive a message stating so. 
 
 

 
 



Import Application Screen 
 
Select the radio button that applies and click on the Process Selection button.  The 
exam application information entered via the FAA MedXPress will import into the 
AMCS and is ready for you to perform the applicant’s exam and enter the remainder 
of the applicant’s exam information. 
 
A screen will display giving you the option of importing another application, 
displaying the application you just imported in PDF format, viewing the application 
you just imported in the 8500-8 Data Entry screens so you may enter the remainder 
of the exam information or viewing a pre-exam report for the applicant. 
 

 
 
Clicking on the Import Another Application button will return you to the Import 
Application Search screen so that you may import another application. 
 
Clicking on the Display Summary button will create a PDF version of the imported 
application for viewing or printing. 
 
Clicking on the View Imported Application button will take you to first page of the 
Form 8500-8 Data Entry screens for the associated applicant so the remainder of the 
applicant’s exam information can be entered. 
 
Clicking on the Exam HX button will create an pre-exam report for the applicant. 
 
The Pre-Exam Report contains the following information: 
 

- Demographic information: DOB, Height, Weight, Hair, Eyes, and Sex 
- Most recent exam status 
- List of Limitations from the most recent exam 
- Previously denied, suspended or revoked 
- List of previously reported medications 
- List of Previous Medical History items marked on prior exams (18a-x) 
- SODA information, if available 
- List of Medical Findings items marked on prior exams (25-48) 
- Most recent exam Hearing values 
- Most recent exam Vision values 
- Most recent ECG and if a current ECG is required 
- Most recent pathology 
 



The following is an example of the Pre-Exam Report: 
 

 
 



2.  Entering a Medication in Section 17 of the Form 8500-8 
 
Some changes have been made to the Medication Entry.  The application now 
performs stronger validation of the medication names entered.  It is important that 
medication names be entered into the system with the correct spelling.  The previous 
version of the application allowed inadvertent entry of misspelled medication names.  
Incorrect spelling can cause processing delays.  The following instructions describe 
how to enter medication names. 
 
Select either the Yes or No radio button.  If Yes is selected, continue entering the 
necessary medication information. 
 
IMPORTANT:  If an application has been imported via the FAA MedXPress and an 
incorrect entry exists, the following instruction will display: 
 
This application contains one or more medication names that could not be validated.  
Please click the edit button next to the corresponding item(s) to enter the correct 
medication. 
 

1. Enter the name of the medication prescribed. 
 

 
 

2. If an exact match for the medication cannot be found in the database an 
error message will display and a drop down list of possible matches will 
be provided. 

 
If the drug name entered is a valid drug name that should be added to 
the database, check the Add Medication to Database checkbox and click 
the  button.  Click the  button to refresh the screen. 

 



 
 

3. Select the correct medication name. 
 

4. If the applicant misspelled the medication on the form, the spelling the 
applicant used should be entered into the Applicant Spelling if Incorrect 
box. 

5. Type in the Dosage Amount and select the Dosage Unit and Frequency 
from the drop down lists provided. 

 
6. If the medication has been previously reported, check the check box 

below the Previously Reported column. 
 

7. Click the  button.  The medication and its associated dosage 
information will display below the appropriate column headings. 

 

 
 

8. Repeat this procedure for each medication listed. 
 

9. The medication and its information will populate in the comments box for 
block 60 so that AME can comment on the medication(s). 

 
10.  Click on the Edit link to update the associated medication. 

 
11.  Click on the Delete link to delete the associated medication from the 

exam. 



3.  Other AMCS Changes 
 
In addition to the above functionality changes, The Aerospace Medical Certification 
Subsystem (AMCS) application has been modified to correct the following issues: 
 
3.a  Loss of Data: 
Issue:  AMCS users have been experiencing an intermittent data loss issue. Data 
fields on Page 1 of the form 8500-8 will sometimes be reset to blank during the data 
entry process. The loss of data occurs when the user is completing Page 2 or 
Comment items. No cause has been determined. 
 
The issue is believed to be caused by incorrect page number information being 
stored on the Web page. Under certain conditions, the client may not be returning 
the correct page number information and Page 1 will be saved with no data. 
 
Solution:  To correct the issue, a page number indicator has been included on each 
AMCS Web page to ensure the correct data is being saved.  Subsequently, users 
should be able to save exams without loosing any data. 
 
 
3.b  Summary Report – Poor Performance 
Issue: The Summary report is very slow and users are reporting CGI Timeout errors 
when they try to create the report. 
 
Solution:  The database query used to generate the report was modified to avoid 
unnecessary processing.  Subsequently, the Summary Report should have better 
performance. 
 


